
Jordan Jones 
Autopsy, or  Th e Wages of  Sin 

1 : Failed Love 

With its swift wi n gs, its ve n o m o u s  ta lons  
ecstasy is  can n i bal  and f igme nt. 

As you atte n d  the viewi n g, 
s ign the guestbook, d o  you won d e r  when 
th i s  body' s s low descent bega n ?  

2 :  Vocation 

Are we b io logists? Are we coron e rs?  
Do we i n s pect the bowe l s  for  causes? 
Are we o rac les?  Are we carrion - b i rd s ?  

3 :  Coroners 

S l i ce the l eathe ry s ki n :  
a n  evi l gas escapes. 

Th i s  te rrai n ,  h i d  
ben eath t h e  e p i de rmal  s h eath 
was not m eant to be reveal e d :  

t h e  p l u m bi n g  is  v i l e  a n d  d istan t, 
I do n ot know these contou rs. 

4: Carrion-birds 

A b u zzard's grey feathers 
turn b rown with caked b l ood. 

H i s  dark, n atu ral  v is ion m akes u s  i l l :  
a l l  n ight l o n g  m ac h i n e ry wh i rs 
i n  the factory. H e  has patie n ce. 
He has faith in what we m ost fear. 
H e  does n ot care for causes, o n l y  
fe e l s  the s low th ri l l  i n  h i s  vei n s  
wh e n  t h e re' s reason t o  sto p the c i rc l i n g. 
What i s  h i story to h i m ?  
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N o rthr i dge R eview 

5 :  Film noir 

What d o  I search for 
i n  the fo rest of a corpse? 
Do I s u s pe ct a res u rrectio n ?  
I at l east expect c l ues 
to the m u rd e re r  of love. 

I have posted the reward : 
I myse lf  raise the kn ife. 
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