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The corn stalks have gone haggard, becoming 
bony f igures l ist ing toward the open g round. 
The peppers are looking ominous, red and sharp as d aggers. 
The l ettuce has bloomed, the beans turned hard, 
and the tomatoes fina l ly sp i l led their ripe, red g uts. 

Only the melons are left looki ng pompous. 
Water, manure, and 5-1 0-10 a l l  summer long, 
and the vine borer kept gassed. 
How the melons swel l ed under such care! 
Fat cattle. Stick your fork in one, it  b l eeds sugar. 
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