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H i s l egs l ooked s hort off the  s u rfboa rd 
w h e re they j a gged i n to water from the f ra c t u re l i n e 
a m o n g  f i s h  a n d  k e l p b u m p i n g  i n  the s h adow 
H e  let a good wave go by 
not moving ,  the c l i ffs  c a l m  
w i n d  f l e c k i n g  t h e  s k i n  
rest i n g  i n  th e i r  d e n s e  s h a d e  

H e  s u rfs here catc h i n g  a l ot of waves 
every day, 
we k n ow his moves 
s it  in l ow fol d i ng c h a i rs 
the s a n d  rou g h l y  t rac ked 
our b o u n d a r ies  set 
we u n wrap s a n d w i c hes of t u n a  or  peanut butter o n  w heat and rye 
ea s i l y seen t h r o u g h  p l a s t i c  

O n  the s u rface he was sta r i n g  
t h e  water heavy w i t h  oxygen a n d  l i ght  
c lear  to  w h ere the s u rge leaves the reef .  

I ' ve heard stor ies  of m e n  j u m p i n g  i n  
after m erm a i d s  o r  t h e  swayi n g  sea grass t h at-re m i n d s  them 
of t h e i r  I r i s h  f i e l ds ,  
the l i m p  s a i l s ,  the  l a rge w h ite b i rds  t h a t  never l a nd 

I watc hed h im s l i d e  off  
s l i p  i n to w ater,  so f u l l .  
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