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Instructor’s Introduction  
The purpose of this qualitative research study assisted by students in the Summer Undergraduate 
Research Fellow (SURF) program was to analyze past Pura Belpré Award-winning children’s 
picture books (from 2013 to 2023) and examine whether they addressed issues pertaining to 
justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion (JEDI). Our findings revealed the scarcity of justice, 
equity, diversity, and inclusion issues addressed in Pura Belpré Award-winning children’s 
picture books, despite the need for more books that discuss JEDI related content (Braden & 
Rodriguez, 2016). The majority of the JEDI issues addressed in the award-winning children’s 
picture books centered around issues of education, language, and immigration. There is, thus, a 
need to also diversify the JEDI issues addressed in such picture books. Moreover, though some of 
the justice issues addressed were explicitly explained and could easily be understood by young 
children, others were more implicit and would require adults to support young children to 
understand the JEDI issues addressed. The significance of these findings has deep implications 
for teacher educators, teacher education programs, and the field of early childhood education at 
large. There is a need to support future and current early educators on how to select children’s 
picture books that lend themselves to conversations around justice, equity, diversity, and 
inclusion (JEDI) within young children.   

- Aura Pérez-González, Assistant Professor of Education-Early Childhood Studies, October 2024. 

Children’s picture books are often misconstrued by early educators to be neutral and apolitical 
curriculum choices that are only meant to support young children to read, write, speak, and 
listen. Literacy is often misunderstood to mean only reading and writing; however, literacy can 
mean reading words and reading worlds. Research suggests that books, in spite of their academic 
stature, can leave a lasting impression on young children because they are beginning to learn and 
form opinions about themselves, people unlike themselves, and their environment. Therefore, 
this study emphasizes the importance of reading literature to children that includes and 
emphasizes justice, equity, diversity and inclusion. Undergraduate researchers were involved in a 
qualitative research study that entailed a content analysis of past Pura Belpré Award-winning 
children’s picture books for themes pertaining to justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion (JEDI). 
The Pura Belpré Award is granted to outstanding works of literature for children and young 
adults that best portray, affirm, and celebrate the Latino cultural experience. We found that 
although many books catered to children to promote culture and common experiences between 
the Latino community, many lack visual representation of how Latinos can look, thus promoting 
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a stereotype. We also discovered that there is a lack of inclusion in children's books. For 
example, there is a lack of representation in physical appearances, physical disabilities, mental 
disabilities, skin tone diversity, and more. To offer children a truly inclusive perspective of 
culture, we learned it is important for educators to actively address the culture and diversity gap 
and include justice, equity, diversity and inclusion in their literacy curriculum. 

 


